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Some    Facts    About    the 
"  Mormons." 


By  President  Arthur  Gaeth, 
Czecho-Slovak    Mission. 


Few  people  know  what  to  do  with  the 
term  "  Mormon."  To  many  it  implies 
some  mysterious  order  of  people  with  dis- 
solute conceptions  of  living,  who  have 
been  guilty  of  all  kinds  of  things.  Modern 
writers  of  the  Zane  Grey  type  have  dis- 
pensed startling  stories  about  this  religious 
body,  which  helped  to  populate  the 
American  Wild  West. 

The  Name. 

Mormon,  according  to  the  "  Mormons." 
is  the  name  of  an  ancient  prophet  and 
historian  who  lived  on  the  American 
continent  in  the  fourth  century  after 
Christ.  He  was  the  descendant  of  a 
colony  of  people  which  left  Jerusalem  600 
B.C.,  and  by  means  of  ships  crossed  the 
Pacific  Ocean  to  South  America.  The 
posterity    of    this    colony    grew    into    a 


mighty  people  which  roamed  the  American 
continents.  Coming  from  the  "  Old 
World,"  the  colony  brought  with  it  many 
of  the  "  Old  World  "  traditions,  and  also 
kept  records  on  metal  plates.  These  plates 
were  added  to,  and  handed  down  from 
acribe  to  scribe. 

Dissension  caused  a  breach  among  the 
people.  One  division  of  the  people,  made 
up  of  the  restless  and  wanton  element. 
developed  a  dark  skin,  due  to  its  mode  of 
living  in  the  open  and  roaming  from 
place  to  place,  and  also  through  the  curse 
of  God  because  of  their  wickedness.  The 
rest  of  the  people  remained  white.  After 
centuries  of  contention  between  the  two 
groups,  which  grew  into  distinct  races, 
the  dark-skinned  people  destroyed  the 
constantly  weakening  whites,  but  not 
before  Mormon,  one  of  the  last  of  their 
scribes,  had  made  an  abridgment  of  all 
the  records,  and  handed  them  over  to  his 
son  Moroni,  who  after  adding  his  history 
to  them,  buried  them  in  a  hill  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  Later  he  also  was 
killed. 
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"  Mormonisni  *'  teaches  that  Moroni  as 
a  resurrected  being  appeared  to  ;i  young 
man,  Joseph  Smith,  the  founder  of  "  Mor- 
monisni," in  1823,  and  showed  him  where 
he  had  deposited  the  metal  plates.  Secur- 
ing them,  Joseph  Smith  by  the  power  of 
God  translated  them.  The  translation, 
with  its  teachings,  purporting  to  be  a 
history  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
America,  has  become  known  as  the  Book 
of  Mormon  and  is  one  of  the  standard 
books  of  the  Church  organized  by  Joseph 
Smith.  Because  they  believed  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  the  followers  of  Joseph 
Smith  received  the  nickname  "  Mormons." 
The  real  name  of  the  organization 
founded  by  Joseph  Smith  and  five  others 
on  April  6th,  1830,  at  Fayette,  New 
York,  is  the  "  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints." 

Early  History. 

From  its  humble  beginning  in  New 
York  the  Church  grew  and  spread,  even 
though  subjected  to  severe  persecution, 
until  to-day  it  numbers  about  750,000 
members  and  is  the  eleventh  largest 
Church  in  America.  The  Christian 
Science  Church  and  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  are  the  only 
two  older  bodies  which  have  been  able  to 
double  their  membership  since  1900. 

The  Church  early  became  the  object  of 
attack  by  most  of  the  other  Christian 
organizations,  often  in  a  very  unchristian- 
like  manner.  The  Church  maintains  that 
it  is  the  restored  Church  of  Jesus  Christ, 
with  the  same  organization  and  original 
doctrines.  Its  system  of  gathering  its 
members  and  concentrating  its  forces  at 
one  centre,  and  the  fact  that  it  prescribed 
a  "  Way  of  Life  "  different  from  that  lived 
by  the  "  Great  Majority,"  probably  repre- 
sent the  factors  which  caused  the 
adherents  of  "  Mormonism  "  to  be  driven 
from  New  York  to  Ohio,  from  Ohio  to 
Missouri,  and  from  Missouri  to  Illinois, 
where  the  first  prophet  and  leader  of-  the 
Church,  Joseph  Smith,  was  shot  by  an 
angry  mob  in  1844.  The  Church  suffered 
persecution  long  before  any  of  its  mem- 
bers practised  polygamy.  The  charge  of 
polygamy  has  become  a  subterfuge,  re- 
sorted to  by  the  opponents  of  recent 
times,    whose    aims    in     life    do    not    corre- 


spond with  those  of  the  "Mormons,"  and 

win)  thus  found  an  issue  which  they  could 

attack  to  harass  "  Mormon  "  development. 

Teachings. 

Joseph  Smith  claimed  that  he  was 
divinely  inspired  to  restore  the  Gospel 
which  was  upon  the  earth  in  the  days  of 
Christ,  but  which  had  become  lost  through 
the  Dark  Ages  by  the  apostasy  within  the 
Church;  the  ordinances  and  principles 
taught  by  the  Church  after  the  fourth 
and  fifth  century  were  no  longer  those 
taught  by  Christ,  and  consequently  that 
divine  authority  deemed  necessary  in  the 
days  of  Christ  to  carry  on  His  work  here 
on  the  earth  was  lost.  "  Mormonism  " 
claims  that  Joseph  Smith  received  this 
authority  through  divine  revelation  and 
visitation.  The  Church  deems  authority 
by  divine  approval  to  act  in  the  name  of 
Christ  absolutely  necessary.  Otherwise 
the  Gospel  of  Christ  becomes  common 
stock  to  be  administered  by  each  man 
according  to  his  own  inclinations  and 
interpretations,  and  gives  rise  to  con- 
fusion. No  wonder  such  doctrine  has 
aroused  the  ire  of  all  other  Christian 
churches  against  the  "  Mormons." 

Although  it  has  often  been  called 
unchristian,  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  is  distinctly  Chris- 
tian. The  term  "Latter-day  Saints"  was 
adopted  to  distinguish  this  Church  from 
the  primitive  Church  of  Christ.  Accord-' 
ing  to  the  Bible,  all  members  of  the 
Church  in  the  days  of  Christ  and  the 
apostles  were  called  "  saints."  According 
to  Catholic  interpretation  the  term 
"  saint "  has  been  made  to  mean  some 
exalted  personage.  It  implied  a  member 
of  the  Church  in  the  days  of  the  apostles. 
Divine  revelation  coming  through  the 
head  of  the  Church,  the  teachings  of 
Christ  as  found  in  the  Bible,  the  doctrines 
taught  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  the 
teachings  of  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price, 
which  is  a  translation  of  a  papyrus  roll 
found  in  Egypt,  containing  the  writings 
of  Abraham,  form  the  foundation  of 
"  Mormon  "  doctrines. 

Belief  in  God. 

"  Mormonism "    teaches    a    Trinity    of 

the  Godhead  and     advocates     a    conception 

of     God    as     Ruler    of    the    universe    and 
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Creator  of  man,  and.  ascribes  to  Him  a 
form  in  whose  image  we,  His  children, 
have  been  created.  Christ,  the  Son  of 
God  and  our  Elder  Brother  in  the  spirit 
is  the  second  member  of  the  Godhead, 
having  a  distinct  body  of  flesh  and  bones, 
separate  from  the  Father,  but  united 
with  Him  in  power  and  purpose.  The 
Holy  Ghost,  a  personage  of  spirit,  com- 
pletes the  Trinity.  The  Trinity  of 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  is  an  illus- 
tration of  this  principle  of  one  divine 
nature  and  a  plurality  of  persons  par- 
ticipating therein.  Proceeding  from  the 
presence  of  these  divine  personages  is  a 
"'  spirit "  which  fills  the  immensity  of 
space.     Through  it  God  works. 

Nucleus  of  "  Mormon  "  Teaching. 

The  "Mormons"  affirm  that  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  as  taught  in  the  primitive 
Church  form  the  nucleus  of  "  Mormon  " 
teaching,  but  its  principles  have  been  ap- 
plied to  modern  conditions.  Some  of  the 
basic  principles  and  ordinances  of  this 
Gospel  as  taught  by  "  Mormonism  -  are : 

1.  Faith  in  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  and 
His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  Repentance,  or  a  turning  away  from 
old  faults  and  failings  by  the  acquisition  of 
new  knowledge  and  new  righteous  determina- 
tion. 

3.  Baptism,  by  immersion,  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  of  those  who  are  old  enough  to 
understand  its  purpose.  Infant  baptism  is 
regarded  as  an  innovation.  It  was  not 
taught  by  Christ. 

4.  Laying  on  hands  for  the  Gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  supplying  man  with  a  divine 
Comforter  to  combat  the  influence  of  the 
world  and  to  enlighten  the  mind. 

5.  Prayer  as  a  means  of  communication 
between  God  and  man  and  as  a  power  for 
spiritual  development. 

6.  Observance  of  the  Golden  Rule  with  a 
cultivation  of  love  for  enemy  as  well  as 
friend.      Tolerance. 

Y.  Resurrection,  the  reuniting  of  an 
eternal  body  with  man's  spirit,  fitting  man 
to  live  on  eternally,  to  progress  and  become 
a  creator  "  in  the  image  of  God." 

8.  Treating  the  body  as  the  temple  of 
the  "  Spirit  "  of  God.  Refraining  from 
indulging  in  poisonous  substances  such  as 
alcohol,  tobacco,  tea,  and  coffee.  Striving 
for  good  health,  thereby  providing  the  spirit 
with  a  tabernacle  which  will  not  hinder  it 
in   its   development. 

9.  Payment  of  tithing  as  a  means  of  ob- 
taining revenue  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  the 
Church ;  this  teaching  to  serve  as  a  prepara- 
tion for  the  time  when  the  people  will  be 
able  to  live  with  "  all  things  in  common  "  ;  a 


Christian    communism    founded    on    love    and 
enabling   every    man    to   develop   his   talents. 

10.  Working  for  the  evolution  and  im- 
provement of  mankind  by  devoting  one's 
time  and  energy  willingly  and  without  anti- 
cipated remuneration,  the  practice  followed 
in  the  missionary  system  in  which  each  one 
devotes  years  of  his  time  to  the  proselyting 
of  the  Gospel  without  pay. 
Philosophy. 

"  Mormon "  philosophy  teaches  that 
man,  who  is  the  literal  offspring  of  God, 
His  spiritual  child,  lived  in  a  pre-existcnt 
state;  that  he  was  placed  on  the  earth  as 
an  eternal  spirit  in  a  mortal  body  to 
undergo  the  experiences  that  belong  to 
this  earth.  Man  suffered  death,  a  separa- 
tion of  body  and  spirit,  through  the  fall 
of  his  first  parents.  A  Eedeemer,  Jesus 
Christ,  was  provided,  empowered  to  over- 
come death.  This  Eedeemer  made  pos- 
sible a  reunion  of  the  spirit  of  the  body 
through  the  resurrection,  from  death  to 
immortality.  When  man  reaches  the 
immortal  state  he  will  be  rewarded  ac- 
cording to  his  works  in  the  mortal  state. 
His  progress  continues  and  is  eternal. 

Organization. 

The  Church  regards  it  as  its  divine  mis- 
sion to  spread  these  teachings  in  all  the 
world,  so  that  all  nations  may  hear  them. 
Its  organization  arises  out  of  the  Priest- 
hood. According  to  "  Mormon  "  inter- 
pretation, Priesthood  is  the  power  of  God 
delegated  to  man  by  which  man  is 
authorised  to  act  in  the  name  or  authority 
of  God.  This  Priesthood,  which  every 
faithful  male  member  of  the  Church  has 
a  right  to  hear,  is  organized,  as  denoted 
in  the  Bible,  into  the  Aaronic  and 
Melchizedek  Priesthoods.  The  officers  of 
these  Priesthoods,  to-day  numbering  about 
160,000  men  of  all  ages,  from  twelve 
years  upward,  consist  of  prophets, 
apostles,  patriarchs,  high  priests,  seven- 
ties, elders,  bishops,  priests,  teachers  and 
deacons. 

The  Church  as  a  whole  is  presided  over 
by  a  president  and  two  counsellors,  as- 
sisted bv  a  quorum  of  twelve  apostles. 
Small  bodies  of  members  are  grouped 
conveniently  into  wards  and  stakes  under 
the  direction  of  bishops  and  stake  presi- 
dents. Proselyting  centres  are  organized 
into  missions.  The  two  great  duties  of 
the  Church  are  to  make  proclamation  of 
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her  truth  and  perfect  the  lives  of  those 
who  receive  it. 

To  supplement  the  work  of  this  Priest- 
hood there  are  the  National  Woman's 
Relief  Society,  organized  to  look  after  the 
needs  of  the  women  and  the  poor  and 
needy  within  the  Church;  the  Sunday 
Schools,  to  supply  religious  instruction  to 
the  members  of  the  Church;  the  Young 
Men's  and  Young  Ladies'  Mutual  Im- 
provement Associations,  to  help  young 
people  find  themselves  intellectually, 
morally  and  socially;  the  Primary  Assoc- 
iations, to  promote  mid-week  child  culture. 
The  Church  maintains  a  supplementary 
school  system  where  "  Mormon  "  theology 
is  made  part  of  the  school  curriculum. 
After  Joseph   Smithes-  Death. 

The  martyrdom  of  the  first  prophet, 
Joseph  Smith,  and  the  continued  perse- 
cution of  the  Church  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  United  States,  brought  about  the 
great  "  Mormon "  exodus  to  Western 
America  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Church's  second  prophet,  Brigham  Young, 
often  called  the  "  Modern  Moses."  Brig- 
ham  Young  led  his  people  away  from 
civilization  into  the  Eocky  Mountain 
region  and  established  them  in  the  Great 
Salt  Lake  Valley,  then  an  approach  to 
the  Great  American  Desert. 

From  "  Mormonism's "  inception  its 
leaders  had  taught  gathering  to  its  ad- 
herents. People  who  became  converted 
generally  gathered  to  the  "  centre-stake  " 
of  the  Church.  "  Mormonism  "  estab- 
lished strong  Church  headquarters,  and 
the  members  were  bound  more  closely 
together.  They  learned  to  co-operate,  and. 
this  co-operation  increased  their  strength. 
The  members  of  the  Church  were  able  to 
establish  their  own  industries,  develop 
their  own  educational  systems,  and  to  lead 
a  social  life  according  to  their  own 
standards,  which  often  appeared  puritani- 
cal when  measured  by  the  life  of  the  world 
in  general.  In  the  Eastern  United  States 
this  had  led  "  Mormon "  neighbours  to 
fear  them.  They  were  industrious  and 
thrifty,  established  better  homes,  lived 
healthier  lives,  and  became  dominating 
figures  in  the  communities.  As  a  reaction 
they  were  subjected  to  persecution  by  their 
neighbours.    What  their  neighbours  could 


not  do  through  their  personal  ability,  they 
;il tempted   by   persecution. 

These  traits  of  co-operation,  which  the 
"  Mormons  "  had  already  acquired  in  the 
East,  served  them  well  when  they  travelled 
into  the  western  wilderness.  They  met 
all  their  obstacles  courageously,  and  soon 
the  desert  began  to  blossom  under  their 
hands.  Under  the  direction  of  Brigham 
Young,  who  was  an  organizing  genius, 
they  employed  a  system  of  irrigation  to 
water  their  land,  which  was  dry  and  hard 
through  lack  of  rain.  Through  their 
system  of  irrigation  they  really  opened  up 
the  Eocky  Mountain  territory  and  made  it 
possible  for  millions  of  settlers  to  move 
into  the  region  and  gain  a  livelihood. 

Throughout  all  her  trials  and  troubles, 
the  Church  maintained  her  missionary 
system,  and  even  while  she  was  battling 
with  the  elements  in  the  West  some  of 
her  adherents  were  travelling  in  the  world 
preaching  the  Gospel.  Thus,  as  soon  as 
Salt  Lake  City  was  begun,  it  became  the 
mecca  to  which  "  Mormons "  gathered 
from  all  parts  of  America  and  different 
parts  of  Europe.  Most  of  these  people 
were  of  a  sturdy,  honest  type,  prepared 
to  stand  the  religious  persecution  which 
came.  They  were  willing  to  undertake 
such  a  hazardous  task  as  a  three  months' 
trek  across  the  Indian  infested  plains  of 
Western  America.  They  possessed  the 
courage  to  conquer  the  desert. 

The  Church  played  an  active  part  in 
the  development  of  the  country.  She 
established  industries,  built  community 
centres  in  connection  with  the  churches 
so  that  the  dullness  of  the  trying  pioneer 
life  might  be  interspersed  with  clean 
amusement  and  gaiety.  The  "Mormons" 
were  God-fearing  people,  who  did  not 
carouse  in  saloons  and  gambling  dens  so 
common  to  the  West  in  early  days.  They 
replaced  these  with  a  healthier  form  of 
entertainment  all  of  their  own.  Brigham 
Young  was  able  to  solve  the  needs  of 
people  and  they  began  to  thrive.  In 
twenty  years  they  numbered  almost  80,000 
souls. 

Even  the  first  companies  of  "Mormon" 
immigrants  travelling  westward  conducted 
occasional  schools  for  their  children  on 
the  way;  they  halted  all  day  Sunday  and 
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held  their  religious  meetings;  they  com- 
posed songs  to  cheer  them  and  occasion- 
ally danced  out  on  the  plains  to  the  tunes 
of  their  fiddles,  which  they  had  not  left 
behind  in  their  rush  westward.  Among 
the  first  of  the  buildings  to  be  erected 
when  the  pioneers  arrived  in  Salt  Lake 
Valley  was  a  school-house.  In  1850, 
three  years  after  the  arrival  of  the  first 
"  Mormons,"  the  cornerstone  for  the  first 
university  was  laid,  now  the  oldest  uni- 
versity in  America,  west  of  Mississippi 
River.  Within  ten  years  after  their 
arrival  they  had  a  theatre  and  were  pro- 
ducing their  own  plays.  Their  leaders 
instilled  into  them  their  love  for  the 
home.  They  had  come  hundreds  of  miles, 
not  for  gold  or  wealth,  but  to  build  homes 
where  they  could  live  in  peace  and  wor- 
ship their  God  according  to  the  dictates 
of  their  own  conscience. 

The  "  Mormons  "  did  not  only  remain 
in  Salt  Lake  City  but  spread  into  the 
surrounding  valleys  and  helped  to  settle 
other  states.  Everywhere  they  followed 
the  system  prescribed  by  Brigham  Young. 
In  the  villages  which  they  established, 
the  houses  were  built  in  a  group,  the 
cultivated  fields  surrounding  them.  Each 
little  village  was  a  compact  unit,  and 
each  had  its  school,  church  and  amuse- 
ment hall  or  theatre.  The  people  enjoyed 
as  full  a  life  as  could  possibly  be  gotten 
under  such  conditions.  Consequently, 
they  became  happy.  They  never  forgot 
the  principles  their  leaders  taught.  They 
are  still  home-loving.  Seventy  per  cent, 
of  them  own  their  own  homes.  They 
have  advanced  education.  Their  state 
law  requires  that  all  attend  school  until 
they  reach  the  age  of  eighteen.  They  love 
their  mountain  home. 

Maeeiage. 

In  the  "  Mormon "  faith  marriage  is 
the  most  holy  sacrament  in  life.  The 
fullest  blessings  of  eternity  rest  upon  man 
through  his  posterity.  A  "  Mormon  " 
marriage  is  eternal  if  completed  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Priesthood  in  a  temple  or 
"  House  of  the  Lord."  It  is  not  con- 
ducted under  the  "until  death  do  ye 
part,"  but  "for  time  and  eternitv." 

The  "Mormons"  teach  that  life  did 
not,   could  not,   originate   or   be   created 


on  this  earth.  Life  is  eternal.  Each 
spirit,  clothed  as  it  may  be  in  an  earthly 
tabernacle,  is  co-existent  with  God  our 
Father.  This  earth-life  is  man's  second 
estate,  and  man  passes  from  experience 
to  experience  and  from  the  second  estate 
into  yet  a  third.  Understanding  the 
eternal  nature  of  man,  and  that  his  pro- 
gression is  from  estate  to  estate,  then  the 
right  to  be  born  on  earth  and  partake  of 
mortal  body  becomes  a  priceless  privilege 
for  the  spirits  yet  unborn.  They  cannot 
progress  until  they  partake  of  this  earthly 
tabernacle.  Therefore,  according  to 
"  Mormonism,"  man  becomes  a  solemn 
partner  with  his  Maker  in  providing 
tabernacles  for  spirits  —  the  spiritual 
children  of  His  Heavenly  Father.  Parent- 
hood is,  therefore,  akin  to  Godhood,  in 
so  far  as  it  is  righteous  in  inception  and 
development.  "  Children  are  an  heritage 
of  the  Lord,"  taught  both  ancient  and 
modern  prophets.  Man  is  to  multiply, 
but  must  also  provide  his  offspring  with 
the  proper  advantages  to  meet  life  suc- 
cessfully. To  neglect  this  is  sin.  To 
bear  children  just  to  be  bearing  them  is 
not  enough.  They  must  receive  the 
proper  start  in  life.  Such  principles 
gave  the  "  Mormons  "  a  beautiful  home 
life. 

The  "  Mormon "  conception  of  the 
sanctity  of  matrimony  still  remains,  and 
is  endorsed  by  Albert  E.  Wiggam  in  his 
book  The  Next  Age  of  Man: 

Professor  Roswell  H.  Johnson  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburg,  president  of  the 
American  Eugenics  Society,  who  has  re- 
cently studied  the  "  Mormon "  religion 
at  first  hand  and  has  lived  for  a  time 
among  its  people,  believes  that  the  "  Mor- 
mon "  religion  is  the  most  eugenical 
religion  in  the  world. 

Polygamy. 

Plurality  of  wives  is  entirely  biblical, 
and  was  practised  for  some  years  among 
the  "  Mormons  "  as  a  religious  sacrament 
with  religious  motives.  If  undertaken 
merely  for  unworthy  physical  reasons  it 
would  and  did  destroy  those  who  prac- 
tised it.  Since  1890,  it  has  been  strictly 
forbidden,  and  violations  are  punished 
with  excommunications  from  the  Church. 
At  no  time  did  more  than  two  per  cent. 


178 


CUMORAH'S   SOUTHERN   CROSS. 


of  the  people  practise  polygamy.  The 
Church  has  always  been  essentially  mono- 
gamous, 

"  Mormon "  women  were  persons,  not 
just  a  sex  group  or  slaves,  as  had  often 
been  pictured.  They  had  their  rights  and 
privileges.  The  women  who  accepted 
polygamy  were  noble  in  spirit,  unselfish 
and  ready  to  forgive  and  forget.  Those 
who  are  of  the  opinion  that  polygamy 
and  "  Mormonism  "  are  synonymous  have 
yet  to  learn  differently. 

Conclusion. 

From  an  insignificant  village  in  1850, 
Salt  Lake  City  has  grown  into  a  beautiful 
city  of  more  than  150,000  inhabitants, 
housed  in  beautiful  individual  homes 
surrounded  by  gardens,  of  whom  fifty  per 
cent,  are  "  Mormons."  The  surrounding 
country,  mostly  inhabited  by  "  Mormon  * 
farmers,  offers  a  picture  of  prosperity. 

"  Mormonism  "  continues  to  thrive  and 
grow.  Each  year  more  than  1,000  mis- 
sionaries, unpaid  ambassadors  of  the 
"  Mormon  "  faith,  leave  Salt  Lake  City  to 
proclaim  its  teachings  of  a  practical  life 
to  the  world  in  the  29  different  missions 
which  have  been  established  in  all  parts 
of  the  globe.  "  Mormonism  "  no  longer 
teaches  gathering  to  Utah,  but  is  estab- 
lishing its  branches  and  endeavouring  to 
demonstrate  its  principles  of  correct 
living,  which  made  the  desert  blossom  as 
a  rose,  everywhere. 

Dr.  Thomas  Nixon  Carver,  of  Harvard 
University,  writes  in  A  Positive  Religion: 

I  have  long  been  interested  in  the 
"  Mormon  "  polity.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  instructive  experiments  in 
the  world.  It  throws  a  great  deal  of  light 
on  the  art  of  nation-building. 
I  have  never  found  more  sound  and  whole- 
some personal  habits  than  among  the 
"  Mormons."  I  have  never  studied  groups 
of  people  who  seemed  better  nourished 
and  more  healthful.  I  have  never  known 
people  who  took  more  pains  to  educate 
their  children. 

These  are  results  of  "  Mormon  "  philo- 
sophy. They  advocate :  "  Live  and  help 
live.    By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 


A   Call   to   Service. 


By  Apostle  John  A.  Widtsoe, 
President  of   European   Missions. 


The  world-wide  depression  has  brought 
a  challenging  call  to  the  members  of  the 
Church  in  these  lands.  Will  you  heed 
it? 

The  Church  is  suffering  as  everybody 
else  from  the  cloud  of  economic  and  social 
disturbance  which  hangs  over  the  earth. 
The  Latter-day  Saints  who  have  so  gladly 
sacrificed  to  keep  missionaries  in  the  field 
are  no  longer  able  to  maintain  as  many 
as  formerly.  For  example,  at  the  present 
writing  there  are  in  Great  Britain  fewer 
than  forty  per  cent,  of  the  number  of 
missionaries  present  eighteen  months  ago. 
This  means  a  slowing  up  of  our  prosely- 
ting efforts  unless  compensatory  means 
are  devised. 

Meanwhile,  many  of  our  European 
members,  in  common  with  people  every- 
where, are  suffering  from  unemployment. 
Time  hangs  heavily  upon  the  hands  of 
those  used  to  daily  industry.  Does  not 
this  point  the  way  to  at  least  a  partial 
solution  of  the  present  missionary 
problem  ? 

Let  every  unemployed  member  place  a 
portion  of  his  time,  as  far  as  may  be 
lawful,  at  the  unpaid  disposal  of  the  mis- 
sionary needs  of  the  day.  Let  each 
regularly  full-time  missionary  take  out 
with  him  daily  a  local  member  to  help 
in  tracting,  conversing  and  conducting 
meetings.  If  the  local  member  cannot  go 
out  every  day,  there  may  be  a  rotation  of 
local  assistance  even  to  the  extent  of  using 
a  different  local  companion  each  day  of 
the  week,  repeating  the  order  as  far  as 
possible  every  week.  Moreover,  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  having  two  local 
men  or  two^local  women  go  out  as  mis- 
sionaries. The  necessary  instructions 
would  soon  be  learned.  If  the  local 
members  would  heed  this  call  to  service 
and  meet  this  issue,  our  effective  mis- 
sionary organization  would  be  doubled  or 
more  overnight.  Those  who  volunteer  for 
such  work  will  receive  a  missionary  call 
from    the    mission    president,    and    full, 
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formal  credit  for  the  work  done  upon  the 
granting  of  the  release. 

Such  assistance  need  not  be  confined 
to  the  unemployed.  Many  of  those  who 
are  fortunate  enough  to  have  employment 
could  well  devote  an  evening  or.  two  a 
week,  in  addition  to  the  regular  meetings, 
in  proselyting  efforts  by  visiting  investi- 
gators and  assisting  at  street  or  cottage 
meetings.  There  is  work  for  all  to  do. 
And  do  not  forget,  that  the  first  duty 
resting  upon  the  Church,  that  is  upon 
you  and  me,  is  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  all 
the  world. 

Local  members  need  not  feel  hesitant 
about  volunteering  for  such  work.  Who- 
ever enters  the  waters  of  baptism  with  a 
sincere  heart,  and  thereafter  tries  to  keep 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  has  a 
claim  upon  divine  assistance  whenever  en- 
gaged in  the  sacred  labours  of  the  latter- 
day  cause.  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  will 
strengthen  and  guide  the  weak  as  well 
as  the  strong,  and  magnify  for  good  the 
humblest  effort.  Eead  the  promise  of 
the  Lord: 

And  as  you  shall  lift  up  your  voices 
by  the  Comforter,  ye  shall  speak  and 
prophesy  as  seemeth  to  me  good,  for,  be- 
hold, the  Comforter  knoweth  all  things. 
and  beareth  record  of  the  Father  pnd  the 
Son. 

Moreover,  the  local  members  must  be 
prepared  to  take  over,  much  more  than 
formerly,  the  management  of  the 
branches,  so  that  the  missionaries  may  be 
freed  for  proselyting  labours — the  labours 
for  which  they  have  been  sent  out  into 
the  world.  It  is  the  high  ideal  of  the 
Church,  under  divine  mandate,  that  every 
organized  group  shall  be  under  the 
leadership  and  management  of  its  own 
members,  supervised  by  the  more  general 
authorities  of  the  Church.  The  time  has 
come  for  the  fuller  realization  of  this  ideal 
in  these  lands. 

The  highest  joy  of  which  man  is  cap- 
able comes  from  active  participation  in 
the  activities  conducted  for  the  salvation 
of  mankind,  under  the  programme  of  the 
plan  of  salvation.  The  crust  of  bread  is 
sweeter,  the  clouds  more  silvery,  human 
hearts  more  lovable,  life  richer,  to  him 
who  so  engages  in  the  greatest  work  of 


earth — the  work  of  the  ages.  The  call 
has  come !  Will  you  heed  it,  and  taste 
the  sweet  fruit  that  follows? 

Read  below  the  ringing  sermon  by 
Elder  George  F.  Richards,  beloved  former 
president  of  the  European  Mission.  There 
is  unused  power  among  us.  No  one  has 
plumbed  the  depths  of  his  own  soul,  of 
his  own  powers,  hence  few  have  drunk  to 
the  full  of  the  cup  of  happiness  offered 
by  the  restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  is  a  call  to  service,  for  you ! 


Local   Saints  as 
Missionaries. 


By  Elder  George  F.  Richards, 
of  the   Council  of  the  Twelve. 


Some  of  the  presidents  told  us  in  our 
meeting  with  them  a  few  days  ago  that 
they  were  using  the  local  brethren  and 
sisters,  some  in  one  way  and  some  in 
another.  In  the  closing  remarks  of  Presi- 
dent Hinckley  of  the  California  Mission, 
who  has  just  addressed  us,  he  said  he  ex- 
pected the  branches  in  his  mission  to 
furnish  a  hundred  local  people  to  assisi 
in  this  work.  I  want  to  relate  to  you  a 
little  experience  I  had  in  presiding  over 
the  European  Mission  during  the  World 
War.  I  was  there  from  August  of  191 G 
until  July  of  1919.  During  that  time  in 
the  British  Mission  the  number  of  mis- 
sionaries from  home  was  reduced  from 
seventy-five  to  seven,  including  those  who 
were  in  the  mission  headquarters.  We 
had  seventy-five  branches  that  had  former- 
ly been  presided  over  almost  universally 
by  Elders  from  home.  Those  were  now- 
presided  over  by  local  men.  Men  who 
were  able  to  bear  arms  had  been  drafted 
into  the  service,  and  those  who  Avere  not 
entered  the  factories  for  the  manufacture 
of  munitions  of  war.  There  were  very 
few  men  left  at  home.  We  called  as 
missionaries  young  men  who  were  not  old 
enough  to  bear  arms. 

When  I  left  that  mission  there  were 
twenty-two  local  brethren  labouring  in  the 
manner  referred  to,  some  of  them  giving 
part  time,  presiding  over  districts  or 
branches,  others  giving  their  entire  time 
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as  missionaries.  We  culled  into  the  ser- 
vice young  women  and  married  women, 
and  at  one  time,,  as  I  remember  it,  we 
had  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  of 
these  good  sisters  working.  They  ren- 
dered their  reports  to  mission  head- 
quarters the  same  as  the  missionaries  had 
done  who  were  from  home.  They  distri- 
buted tracts,  they  held  cottage  meetings, 
loaned  books,  and  did  all  the  work  that 
regular  missionaries  did.  The  result  was 
that  these  missionaries  were  more  faithful 
than  ever  before.  The  tithing  of  the 
British  Mission  just  about  doubled  itself 
in  three  years.  We  had  almost  as  many 
baptisms  as  had  been  the  case  when  we 
had  seventy-five  or  more  missionaries  in 
the  field. 

It  shows  what  can  be  done  with  these 
local  men  and  women  in  the  world.  They 
are  just  the  same  kind  of  people  as  we 
have  here  in  the  stakes  and  wards.  In 
every  nation  he  that  fears  God  and  works 
righteousness  is  approved  of  Him.  I  see 
no  reason  why  men  and  women  in  the 
mission  field  should  not  labour  in  the 
Church  as  missionaries  or  in  any  other 
capacity  where  they  are  needed,  just  as 
well  as  the  people  in  organized  wards  and 
stakes.  They  are  doing  it  in  some  places. 
There  are  some  missionaries  called  from 
one  mission  to  another.  Why  not  the 
mission  supply  its  quota  of  missionaries 
and  send  them  out  into  other  missions? 
These  lady  missionaries  are  doing  a  splen- 
did work  in  all  the  missions  where  they 
are  used.  There  are  ladies  locally  who  are 
just  as  efficient  as  those  who  go  from  the 
stakes,  and  are  willing  and  could  be  used 
to  advantage  if  we  would  make  use  of 
them. 

I  remember  two  years  ago  when  I  was 
going  through  the  Canadian  Mission  with 
President  Hart,  at  Hamilton  we  called 
for  volunteer  lady  missionaries  to  accom- 
pany those  who  were  there  from  Zion. 
Instead  of  sending  out  two  lady  mis- 
sionaries from  Zion  who  were  there  at 
such  great  expense,  it  was  suggested  that 
we  take  one  of  these  lady  missionaries 
and  a  local  missionary,  and  have  two  sets 
of  missionaries  where  formerly  we  had 
but  one.  Several  sisters  volunteered.  We 
blessed  these  people  and  set .  them  apart 


and  we  have  reports  that  a  splendid  work 
was  accomplished  by  those  local  sisters. 
Why  can  we  not  do  this,  and  double  the 
number  of  missionaries?  Suppose  a 
woman  cannot  give  all  her  time,  if  one 
sister  would  go  out  one  day  and  another 
another  day,  if  it  took  seven  sisters  to  do 
a  week's  work  along  the  side  of  a  regular 
missionary,  the  work  would  be  accom- 
plished. Why  not  do  the  same  with  our 
brethren  ? 

I  heard  an  Elder  reporting  his  mission 
recently  who  said  he  tried  out  the  plan 
of  taking  a  little  boy  and  giving  him  a 
tract  and  letting  him  lead  up  to  the 
doors  of  homes,  and  it  had  a  splendid 
effect.  They  would  not  shut  the  door  on 
him  or  deny  him.  They  would  hear 
what  he  had  to  say,  and  his  message  would 
be  an  introduction  for  the  missionary. 
I  say  that  in  that  case  the  little  boy  was 
the  equal  of  the  Elder  from  home.  When 
they  go  into  a  home  there  is  no  need  for 
two  Elders  from  Zion  in  that  home  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  one  can  do  all  the 
talking;  all  he  needs  is  a  companion  and 
a  witness,  and  here  we  have  one. 

There  are  ways  and  means,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  God  expects  us  to  be  thoughtful 
men  who  have  charge  of  this  work  in  the 
mission  field  and  at  home.  I  think  we 
can  perhaps  do  better  than  we  have  been 
doing,  and,  brethren  and  sisters,  all  this 
means  that  we  wash  our  hands  clean  of 
the  blood  of  this  generation,  for  we  are 
as  watchmen  upon  the  towers.  Our  re- 
sponsibility is  to  warn  the  wicked  and 
to  call  them  to  repentance  and  to  preach 
this  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  to  those  who 
are  in  spiritual  darkness. 

A  wonderful  work  is  being  accom- 
plished. May  God  be  praised  for  it  and 
the  saints  for  the  work  they  have  done, 
and  may  this  work  go  forward  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  Lord,  I  pray  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. —  (From 
an  address  at  the  102nd  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  the  Church,  April  8th,  1932.) 
♦ 

Don't   Read   This! 


When  the  Creator  had  made  all  the 
good  and  beautiful  things,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  truly  appreciated,  He  then 
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made  the  beasts,  reptiles,  and  poisonous 
insects. 

When  He  had  finished,  He  had  scraps 
that  were  too  bad  to  be  put  in  the  Rattle- 
snake, the  Hyena,  the  Scorpion  or  the 
Skunk;  so  He  placed  all  those  together 
in  a  package,  covered  it  with  Suspicion, 
wrapped  it  with  Jealousy,  marked  it  with 
a  Yellow  Streak,  and  called  it  a  Knocker. 

Then  as  compensation  for  this  fearful 
product,  He  took  a  sunbeam  and  put  it 
in  the  heart  of  a  child,  the  love  of  a 
mother,  the  brain  of  a  man ;  wrapped 
these  in  civic  pride,  covered  with  brother- 
ly love;  gave  the  whole  a  mask  of  velvet 
and  a  grasp  of  steel,  and  called  it  a 
Booster.  He  made  him  a  lover  of  fields 
and  flowers,  and  manly  sports;  a  believer 
in   equality   and   justice. 


Spring  Conference   Tour. 


President  Don  Mack  Dalton,  accom- 
panied by  Sister  Geneve  J.  Dalton,  and 
George  Edward,  left  Cape  Town  on  Fri- 
day, November  11,  to  tour  the  Mission. 
They  will  hold  the  semi-annual  District 
Conferences  in  each  District,  and  expect 
to  return  to  Cape  Town  about  December 
20.  All  the  members  and  friends 
throughout  the  Mission  are  looking  for- 
ward to  their  visit,  and  this  expectancy, 
combined  with  the  inspiration  and  en- 
couragement that  comes  from  visits  by 
the  Mission  Authorities,  should  make  all 
the  Conferences  most  successful. 

All  join  in  wishing  them  a  safe  and 
pleasant  journey. 

J.  C.  D. 


AS    NOW. 


Never  such  plenty  of  knowledge, 
Never  such  hunger  for  truth  ; 
Never  such  joy  for  the  aged, 
Never  such  challenge  for  youth  ; 
Never  such  power  and  dominion, 
Never  such  tests  of  mans  worth  ; 
Never  such  need  of  communion 
With  God  by  children  of  earth. 

George  H.  Brimhall. 


Sacrament   Gem   for 
December,    1932. 

While  of  these  emblems  we  partake 
In  Jesus'  name  and  for  His  sake, 
Let  us  remember  and  be  sure 
Our  heart  and  hands  are  clean  and  pure. 


Concert   Recitations   for 
December,    1932. 


GOSPEL   DOCTRINE   CLASS. 

"  For  since  the  beginning  of  the  world 
men  have  not  heard  nor  perceived  by 
the  ear,  neither  hath  the  eye  seen,  0  God, 
beside  Thee,  what  he  hath  prepared  for 
him  that  waiteth  for  him."  (Isaiah 
64:4.) 
BOOK  OF  MORMON  CLASS. 

"  And  when  ye  shall  receive  these 
things,  I  would  exhort  you  that  ye  would 
ask  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true ; 
and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart, 
with  real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ, 
He  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it  unto 
you,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 
(Moroni  10:  4.) 
NEW   TESTAMENT    CLASS. 

"  And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies 
which  have  been  given  of  him,  this  is 
the  testimony,  last  of  all,  which  we  give 
of  him :  That  he  lives ! 

For  we  saw  him  even  on  the  right 
hand  of  God;  and  we  heard  the  voice 
bearing  record  that  he  is  the  Only  Be- 
gotten of  the  Father — 

"  That  by  him,  and  through  him,  and 
of  him  the  worlds  are  and  were  created, 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  begotten 
sons  and  daughters  unto  God."  (Doc.  and 
Cov.  76:22-24.) 
CHURCH  HISTORY  CLASS. 

"  We  believe  in  being  honest,  true, 
chaste,  benevolent,  virtuous,  and  in  doing 
good  to  all  men;  indeed  we  may  say  that 
we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  we 
believe  all  things,  we  hope  all  things,  we 
have  endured  many  things,  and  hope  to 
be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is 
anything  virtuous,  lovely  or  of  good  re- 
port or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these 
things."     (Thirteenth  Article  of  Faith.) 
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PEIMARY  AND  KINDERGARTEN 

CLASSES. 
"  Give  to  those  around  you, 

The  love  and  help  they  need; 

You'll  find  your  heart  grow  sweeter 

With  every  kindly  deed." 


Let  us  keep  in  our  hearts  the  joy  we 
feel  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there 
and  as  we  linger  along  life's  path  we  will 
continue  to  feel  the  glow  of  light  that 
makes  the  soul  gleam  with  happiness. 

—Don  Mack  Dalton. 


Was  She  Mislead? 

Away  with  him — (Acts  21:36).  In 
(a  certain  country)  a  girl  who  had  been 
converted  wished  to  leave  the  Established 
Church  and  to  join  another,  in  which  she 
had  found  the  Saviour.  In  order  to  do 
this,  she  had  to  go  to  the  judge  and  make 
the  necessary  declaration.  The  man  said 
to  one  of  his  colleagues :  "  The  person  who 
has  misled  this  girl  should  be  hanged !  " 
The  girl  replied :  "  Oh,  sir,  the  one  who 
misled  me,  as  you  say,  was  crucified  two 
thousand  years  ago." — The  Expositor. 


Transvaal    Wins    Meeting 
Contest ;    Cape    Second. 

Norman  G.  Muir,  of  Johannesburg 
Branch,    to    receive    Mission    Presi- 
dent's   first    compliment    individual 
prize. 

Out  of  the  six  months'  vigorous  and 
most  inspiring  Meeting  Contest  from 
May  1  to  October  31,  the  faithful  mem- 
bers of  Transvaal  District  in  great  loyalty 
succeeded  in  having  the  greatest  attend- 
ance to  meetings  of  any  members  of  the 
Church  in  South  Africa  during  that 
period.  Consequently  they  win  sufficient 
new  song  books  to  completely  care  for  the 
needs  of  every  Branch  in  the  District. 
However,  by  the  energetic  work  and  dili- 
gence of  the  many  members  in  Cape  Dis- 
trict, they  succeeded  in  holding  the  most 
meetings  of  any  members  of  the  Church 
in  South  Africa  during  the  same  period, 
and  by  winning  second  place  Cape  District 
gets  the  song  books  of  Transvaal  District. 

To    Transvaal   much   praise    is    to   be 


given,  and  there  is  not  one  member  in 
the  Mission  so  far  as  indicated  but  who 
raises  his  voice  in  acclamation  and  admir- 
ation for  the  dutiful  saints  in  Transvaal. 
They  deserved  to  win  because  they  worked 
hard  and  earned  victory. 

Cape  District  worked  admirably  well, 
with  some  disadvantage  because  of  the 
large  territory  and  scattered  membership 
in  it.  Also  having  the  largest  member- 
ship of  any  of  the  Districts,  the  average 
was  naturally  cut  down.  Transvaal  will 
forever  admire  Cape  District  because  of 
their  close  victory,  by  reason  of  the  advan- 
tage or  superiority  gained  in  this  spiritual 
conflict.  In  this  dash  forward  to  gain  an 
honourable  end,  all  Districts  have  been 
victorious  in  achievement  and  none  can 
be  considered  as  vanquished  or  refuted  in 
argument. 

The  other  Districts  deserve  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  strong  stand  they  took 
for  advancement  together  as  members  of 
the  Church.  Even  though  they  do  not 
occupy  first  or  second  place,  still  the 
efforts  they  expended  have  been  worthy, 
and  the  real  end  attained  has  been  greatly 
beneficial. 

To  Brother  Norman  G.  Muir,  of  Johan- 
nesburg Branch,  goes  distinction,  respect, 
and  admiration  from  the  hearts  of  every- 
body. He  attended  627  meetings  which 
was  the  highest  of  any  individual  in  the 
Mission,  and  he  attended  nearly  10  per 
cent,  of  all  the  meetings  that  were  held, 
which  total  figure  came  to  6,767.  Those 
who  were  in  the  same  meetings  with 
Brother  Muir  found  the  warm  hand  and 
happy  heart  of  a  beautiful  and  sweet 
character  to  cheer  them  on  in  a  noble 
endeavour.  Congratulation,  Brother  Muir. 
from  your  numerous  competitors. 

The  highest  twenty  in  this  contest 
after  Brother  Muir,  whose  names  appear 
below,  are  individually  complimented  be- 
cause of  their  untiring  and  diligent  work, 
not  only  in  creating  interest  but  in  show- 
ing their  allegiance  and  faith  in  accom- 
plishing a  worthy  duty.  Each  one  will 
receive  from  President  Don  Mack  Dalton 
a  book  known  as  the  Articles  of  Faith, 
by  Apostle  James  E.  Talmage,  as  special 
compliments.  Every  one  in  the  Mission 
holds  up  the  hands  of  this  notable  twenty 
as  victors  in  individual  effort. 
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Name. 

1.  J.  P.  Brummer  .  . 

2.  Cecilia  Brummer 

3.  Lillian  Brummer 

4.  E.  Lillian  Brummer 

5.  Gertrude  Viljoen 

6.  Geo.  E.  W.  Smith 

7.  Francina  Veldman 

8.  Kate  J.  Smith   .. 
Madge  Halse 


9. 

10.  J.  P.  Brummer,  Jr. 

11.  Lillie  Brummer,  Jr. 

12.  Amy  P.  Wakeford 

13.  S.  J.  P.  Brummer 

14.  Edith  Muir 

15.  Leslie  Halse 

16.  Scott  Wakeford 

17.  E.  Bradfield  Jakins 

18.  Wm.  P.  Daniels   . 

19.  Clara  Daniels 

20.  Alice  Daniels 

To  the  Elders  in  all  Districts  w 
so  diligently  laboured  to  make  this  con- 
test a  success  goes  the  love  and  esteem  of 
the  entire  Mission.  They  have  been  hard 
workers  and  have  received  immeasurable 
joy  in  the  fact  that  their  efforts  have 
been  so  well  supported  by  the  members 
and  friends. 

With  the  tabulation  of  the  statistical 
report  and  the  phenomenal  achievement 
of  6,767  meetings  attended  by  66,139 
truth-loving  souls,  closes  one  of  the  most 
inspiring  and  interesting  contests  ever 
held  in  South  Africa. 

The   following  is   the   final    statistical 
standing  of  the  Districts: — 


Branch. 

Watervaal 
Watervaal 
Watervaal 

Watervaal 
Watervaal 
Johannesburg 
Watervaal 
Johannesburg 
Eerste  River 
Watervaal 
Watervaal 
Eerste  River 
Watervaal 
Johannesburg 
Eerste  River 
Eerste  River 
Strand 

Branch  of  Love 
Branch  of  Love 
Branch  of  Love 

ho  have 


District. 
Transvaal 
Transvaal 
Transvaal 
Transvaal 
Transvaal 
Transvaal 
Transvaal 
Transvaal 
Cape 

Transvaal 
Transvaal 
Cape 

Transvaal 
Transvaal 
Cape 
Cape 
Cape 
Cape 
Cape 
Cape 

Pen   Picture 
Joseph  Smith. 

Born  December  23,   1805. 
Martyred   June    27,    1844. 


Meetings-. 

559 
558 
557 
542 
516 
486 
470 
468 
431 
419 
40!) 
399 
394 
390 
384 
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352 
289 
275 
264 
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Transvaal    2,555  10.26  29,825  119.75  98.29  249 
Cape 2,890  10.87  25,229    94.47  85.23  266 


P.  Elizab'h    598 

Natal    ....     255 

E.  London       244 

Bloemfon'tn    146 

Kimberley         79 

Mission  average 

and  totals  6,767    7.30  66,139    31.34  38.25  92 


4.85  5,189  44.35  39.28  117 

3.35  2,046  26.92  24.57    76 

2.65  2,324  25.26  21.99    92 

2.43  936  15.60  15.80    60 

1.18  590  8.80    8.38    67 


Joseph  Smith  was  in  person  tall  and 
well  built,  strong  and  active ;  of  a  light 
complexion,  light  hair,  blue  eyes,  very 
little  beard,  and  of  an  expression  peculiar 
to  himself,  on  which  the  eye  naturally 
rested  with  interest,  and  was  never  weary 
of  beholding.  His  countenance  was  ever 
mild,  affable,  beaming  with  intelligence 
and  benevolence ;  mingled  with  a  look  of 
interest  and  an  unconscious  smile  of  cheer- 
fulness, and  entirely  free  from  all  restraint 
or  affectation  of  gravity;  and  there  was 
something  connected  with  the  serene  and 
steady,  penetrating  glance  of  his  eye,  as 
if  he  would  penetrate  the  deepest  abyss  of 
the  human  heart,  gaze  into  eternity,  pene- 
the  heavens,  and  comprehend  all  worlds. 

He  possessed  a  noble  boldness  and  inde- 
pendence of  character ;  his  manner  was 
easy  and  familiar;  his  rebuke  terrible  as 
the  lion ;  his  benevolence  unbounded  as  the 
ocean;  his  intelligence  universal,  and  his 
language  abounding  in  original  eloquence 
peculiar  to  himself — not  polished — not 
studied — not  smoothed  and  softened  by 
education  and  refined  by  art;  but  flowing 
in  its  own  native  simplicity,  and  profusely 
abounding  in  variety  of  subject  and  man- 
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ner.    He  interested  and  edified,  while  at 

the  same  time,  he  amused  and  entertained 
his  audience;  and  none  listened  to  him 
that  were  ever  weary  with  his  discourse. 
I  have  even  known  him  to  retain  a  con- 
gregation of  willing  and  anxious  listeners 
for  many  hours  together,  in  the  midst  of- 
cold  or  sunshine,  rain  or  wind,  while  they 
were  laughing  at  one  moment  and  weeping 
the  next.  Even  his  most  bitter  enemies 
were  generally  overcome,  if  he  should  once 
get  their  ears. 

I  have  known  him  when  chained  and 
surrounded  with  armed  murderers  and 
assassins,  who  were  heaping  upon  him 
every  possible  insult  and  abuse,  rise  up  in 
the  majesty  of  a  son  of  God  and  rebuke 
them,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  till 
they  quailed  before  him,  dropped  their 
weapons,  and  on  their  knees  begged  his 
pardon,  and  ceased  their  abuse. 

In  short,  in  him  the  characters  of  a 
Daniel  and  a  Cyrus  were  wonderfully 
blended.  The  gifts,  wisdom  and  devotion 
of  a  Daniel  were  united  with  the  boldness, 
courage,  temperance,  perseverance  and 
generosity  of  a  Cyrus.  And  had  he  been 
spared  a  martyr's  fate  till  mature  man- 
hood and  age,  he  was  certainly  endued 
with  powers  and  ability  to  have  revolution- 
ized the  world  in  many  respects,  and  to 
have  transmitted  to  posterity  a  name 
associated  with  more  brilliant  and  glorious 
acts  than  has  yet  fallen  to  the  lot  of  mor- 
tal. As  it  is,  his  work  will  live  to  endless 
ages,  and  unnumbered  millions  yet  unborn 
will  mention  his  name  with  honour,  as  a 
noble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God, 
who,  during  his  short  and  youthful  career, 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  kingdom 
spoken  of  by  Daniel,  the  prophet,  which 
should  break  in  pieces  all  other  kingdoms 
and  stand  forever. — Parley  P.  Pratt. 
♦ 

Bible    Translations. 


The  Bible  was  first  translated  from 
Hebrew  to  Greek  about  286  B.C.  This 
was,  of  course,  a  translation  of  the  Old 
Testament  alone,  and  is  commonly  known 
as  the   Septuagint, 

About  405  A.D.  the  Vulgate,  a  transla- 
tion to  Latin,  appeared  and  is  being  used 
by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to-day. 

The  translations  to  English,  started  with 


Wycliffe's  translation  from  the  Vulgate, 
about  1380.  This  consisted  of  the  New 
Testament,  the  Old  Testament  being 
added  later. 

In  1525  Tyndale  translated  the  New 
Testament,  which  was  included  in  Cover- 
dale's  Bible  to  constitute  the  first  version 
of  the  complete  Bible  in  English. 

In  15G8  the  Bishop's  Bible  appeared 
which  was  the  first  English  version  divided 
into  chapters  and  verses. 

In  1611  the  King  James  version  was 
printed.  This  is  the  version  we  use  to-day 
and  was  translated  from  Hebrew  and 
Greek  by  47  scholars  at  the  command  of 
King  James  I. — Adam  S.  Bennion. 
♦ 

The  Army  and  the  Guns. 


By  Harrison  R.  Merrill. 

She's  but  a  slip  of  womanhood, 

One  third  my  weight  and  size — 
Somehow,  her  spine  is  stiff er 

And  she  has  two  steady  eyes. 
I'm  but  the  scout — the  vanguard — 

Good  when  opposition  runs, 
But  she's  the  force  behind  me — 

She's  the  "  army  "  and  the  "  guns." 

When  foemen  press  the  hardest 

I  halt  and  rest  awhile 
Until  I  feel  her  presence, 

See  her  optimistic  smile; 
And  then  I  club  my  musket, 

Ammunition  being  gone, 
And   smash  our  way  through  troubles, 

And  the  "  army "  shoves  me  on. 

For  years  we've  been  campaigning — 

Always  by  the  blaze  at  night 
We  salve  our  wounds  and  bruises 

As  we  plan  the  morrow's  fight. 
I  might  have  furled  our  colours — 

But  the  "  army "  through  brave  tears 
Trenched-in  and  held  the  sector 
:.   Through  some  mighty  trying  years. 


I'm  out  in  front  where  people 

Think  I'm  wonderful  and  brave, 
Because  I  have  the  banner 

And,  of  course,  they  see  it  wave. 
But  I'm  not  fooled  by  plaudits — 

Scouts  and  vanguards  may  look 
But  when  it  comes  to  battles, 

Sure,  the  "  army  "  wins,  alway ! 
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MISSION    NEWS. 

CAPE   DISTRICT. 


Elder    Harold    H.    Smith,    District    President, 
"  Cumorah,"     Main     Road,    Mowbray. 

Meetings  at  above  address,  Sunday,  10.30 
a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.;  Mutual,  Tuesday,  7.30  p.m.; 
Priesthood  and  Relief  Society,  Thursday, 
7.45   p.m. 


Bro.  Edgar  Elliott  Seeman  and  his 
wife,  Muriel  Olive  Seeman,  were  baptized 
October  23  by  Elder  John  C.  Dalton  and 
confirmed  by  President  Don  Mack  Dalton 
and  Elder  Evan  P.  Wright  respectively. 
Their  two  small  children,  Felicity  May 
and  Eoger  Elliott,  were  blessed  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Harold  H.  Smith  and 
President  Don  Mack  Dalton  respectively. 

Sunday  School  Eally  Day  was  very 
successful  in  that  it  brought  a  50  per 
cent,  increase  in  attendance  to  Sunday 
School  on  that  day. 

Dr.  and  Sister  Phillip  Wagner,  former- 
ly of  Aliwal  North,  visited  in  Cape  Town 
for  several  days  before  leaving  on  a  holi- 
day to  England. 

The  M.I.A.  sponsored  its  first  public 
dance  in  Cape  Town  on  October  25.  The 
dance  was  held  in  the  Odd  Fellows  Hall 
in  Plein  Street,  and  was  very  well  at- 
tended by  a  nice  group  of  people. 

As  a  closing  event  for  the  meeting  con- 
test, a  Hallowe'en  Social  was  held  at 
Cumorah,  on  October  31.  There  was  a 
very  large  crowd  present  to  enjoy  the  fun 
that  was  in  store  for  them.  After  a  long 
and  "  spooky "  entrance  into  the  hall, 
everyone  joined  in  a  series  of  appropriate 
games  that  all  combined  to  make  the 
social  an  immense  success. 

Elder  and  Sister  William  H.  Brummer 
spent  a  week  at  Cumorah  before  leaving 
on  November  7  for  Worcester  and  Robert- 
son.  They  will  remain  there  until  joined 
by  President  and  Sister  Dalton,  and  then 
will  accompany  them  on  the  Conference 
tour  of  the  Districts  to  Johannesburg. 
All  regret  having  Elder  and  Sister 
Brummer  leave,  and  wish  them  every  good 
blessing  in  their  lives  and  work  at  home. 

Bro.  and  Sis.  Edwin  J.  Jakins  spent 
the  week-end,  November  4  to  6,  at 
Cumorah.  Their  daughter,  Sister  Aileen 
Jakins,  left  for  Pretoria  on  November  4, 


where  she  will  visit  Bro:  and  Sis.  Kunitz, 
and  Bro.  M.  Jakins  there. 

Sisters  Mary  and  Edith  Phillips  and 
Catharina  Coetzee  were  visitors  at 
Cumorah   on   November   5.  • 

The  Relief  Societies  of  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict held  their  annual  bazaar  at  Cumorah 
on  November  5.  Many  adverse  condi- 
tions combined  to  hinder  the  bazaar,  but 
through  the  good  work  of  all  the  branches, 
it  was  a  pronounced  success. 
♦ 

TRANSVAAL    DISTRICT. 


Elder  Clarence  E.  Randall,   District  Presiden 
395    Commissioner  St.,  Johannesburg. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Tuesday,  8  p.m.  ; 
Friday,  8  p.m.  ;  and  Sunday,  10-30  a.m.  and  7-30 
p.m. 

Cottage  meetings  have  been  held  at 
the  following  homes  during  the  month  of 
October:  Muir's,  Smith's,  Engh's,  Vice's, 
Cook's,  Visagie's,  Botha's,  Louw's,  Brum- 
mer's,  Joubert's,  McKnight's,  and  Van 
Rooyen's  and  Kunitz's. 

The  lantern  lecture  has  been  shown  at 
the  homes  of  Sister  Kruger,  Muir's, 
Visagie's,  and  Cook's  in  Berea. 

Primaries  have  been  started  and  are 
now  being  held  in  the  homes  of  Muir's 
and  Vice's.  We  are  happy  to  report  that 
they  are  progressing  nicely  at  the  present 
time,  and  each  has  a  good  attendance. 

On  October  1  a  gramophone  recital  was 
given  at  Ramah  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sunday  School.  An  encouraging 
crowd  was  in  attendance  and  all  present 
had  an  enjoyable  evening. 

All  who  joined  in  the  picnic  at 
Wemmer  Pan  on  October  3  were  well 
repaid  for  going.  The  day  was  well  spent 
in  games,  swimming  and  dancing. 

District  President  Clarence  E.  Randall 
and  Elder  R.  Knight  made  another  trip 
to  Pretoria  October  12  to  15,  and  while 
there  visited  members  and  friends  and 
held  a  meeting  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  van  Rooyen.  On  the  return 
trip,  Elder  Randall  stopped  off  in 
Olifantsfontein  to  visit  and  start  a  Sun- 
day School  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  W.  H.  Brummer. 

During  the  month,  the  Mutual  Im- 
provement Association  was  reorganized 
into   one   group   comprising   the    Young 
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Men's  and  Young  Ladies'  Organizations, 
with  Elder  Ervin  MacArthur  as  Presi- 
dent, Sister  Joyce  Engh  Christenseu  first 
counsellor,  Brother  Cecil  Cook  second 
counsellor,  Daphne  Vice,  secretary. 

Sister  Hester  Grobhelaar  has  beep  re- 
leased with  a  vote  of  thanks,  from  her 
position  as  second  counsellor  in  the 
Relief  Society  of  the  Johannesburg 
Branch.  Sister  Grobbelaar  has  rendered 
much  valuable  service  to  the  Eelief 
Society  organization,  and  her  work  is 
appreciated.  Sister  Mary  Kruger  has 
been  released  from  her  position  of  teacher 
of  Relief  Society,  with  a  vote  of  thanks. 

President  Randall  and  Elder  Mac- 
Arthur  made  a  trip  to  Springs  on  Mon- 
day, October  24,  where  they  visited 
members  and  friends,  and  found  things 
generally  in  good  condition  there. 

On  October  28  the  Johannesburg 
Branch  gave  an  interesting  Hallowe'en 
Social  at  Ramah,  where  a  substantial 
crowd  gave  proof  of  its  popularity.  The 
hall  at  Ramah  was  suitably  decorated  and 
an  appropriate  programme  rendered.  All 
enjoyed  the  merriment. 

NATAL    DISTRICT. 

Elder  John  H.  Smith,   District  President, 
545,    Smith    Street,    Durban. 

Meetings  held  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.Q 
p.m.  in  the  Patlansky-Miller  Studio,  Buch- 
anan Buildings,  West  and  Russell  Streets, 
Durban. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Aubrey 
G-etaz  is  recovering  nicely  from  a  very 
serious  attack  of  blood  poison. 

During  the  week  of  September  27  to 
30,  Elders  John  H.  Smith  and  Willard 
H.  Godfrey  made  a  motor-bike  trip  to 
Ladysmith.  On  September  28  Desmond 
Dennis  Doyle  was  baptized  by  Elder 
John  H.  Smith  and  confirmed  by  Elder 
Willard  H.  Godfrey.  While  in  Lady- 
smith  the  Elders  organized  a  neighbour- 
hood Sunday  School  at  the  home 
of  Brother  Arthur  Doyle.  Brother  Doyle 
was  set  apart  as  Superintendent  with 
Sister  Doyle  as  Secretary. 

The  Durban  Branch  Relief  Society 
sponsored  a  dance  on  October  1  in  aid 
of  the  Transportation  Fund.  It  was 
quite  a  successful  affair. 

On  October  3  Brother  and  Sister  Thomas 
A.  Hancock  were  baptized  by  Elder  John 


11.  Smith  and  confirmed  by  Elders  Smith 
and  Willard  H.  Godfrey  respectively.  We 
welcome  them  into  the   Church. 

Kenneth  Trestrail  was  baptized  by 
Klder  Willard  H.  (lodfrev  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  John  II.  Smith  on  October  16. 

Sister  Phyllis  Trestrail  was  released 
and  Sister  Nellie  Canning  was  sustained 
as  Sunday  School  Secretary  on  October  1G. 

The  Durban  Branch  Relief  Society 
sponsored  a  successful  Misfit  Social  on 
October  18. 

The  Lantern  Lecture  has  been  shown 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Johnson  during  the 
past  month. 

Brother  and  Sister  Trestrail  and 
family  have  moved  from  Durban  to 
Escombe,  but  we  hope  to  see  them  a  lot 
in  the  future. 

District  Conference  will  be  held  in 
Durban  on  November  27.  Interesting- 
meetings  have  been  planned.  President 
and  Sister  Dalton  will  be  in  attendance, 
so  all  will  be  well  repaid  for  coming  out. 


PORT    ELIZABETH    DISTRICT. 


Elder  Clarence  D.  Taylor,  District  President, 
3,    Cuyler    Street,    Port    Elizabeth. 

Services  held  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  No.  9 
Donkin  Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.0 
p.m.;    Wednesdays,   7.30   p.m. 

There  has  been  an  abundance  of  social 
functions  in  Port  Elizabeth  this  past 
month.  An  enjoyable  picnic  was  held  at 
New  Brighton  beach  on  October  3,  where 
baseball  and  other  interesting  and  excit- 
ing games  were  played. 

A  Basket  Lunch  Social  was  success- 
fully sponsored  by  the  Relief  Society  on 
October  26,  at  which  the  gentlemen 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  delicious  lunches 
furnished  by  the  ladies. 

Brother  R.  K.  F.  Doller  invited  all 
members  and  many  friends  to  a  weird 
Hallowe'en  party  at  his  home  "  Bushy 
Park "  on  Hallowe'en  Eve,  October  31. 
Witches,  ghosts,  spooks  and  "dead  men  " 
furnished  frights  and  entertainment  for 
all  present.  Ice  cream  and  dough-nuts 
were  also  enjoyed  by  the  60  guests. 

The  Port  Elizabeth  Branch  on  October 
20  helped  Douglas  Russell  to  celebrate 
his  birthday  at  an  outing  at  Humewood. 
May  all  of  Douglas's  birthdays  be  spent 
as  happily  at  the  last. 
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Sisters  Florence  Smith  and  daughter 
Verena  returned  to  Port  Elizabeth  from 
Cape  Town.  We  are  happy  to  receive 
them  back,  and  hope  they  will  find  joy 
and  happiness  in  this  District's  activities. 

Eegular  sewing  circles  have  been  held 
by  the  Eelief  Society  Sisters  under  the 
direction  of  the  Eelief  Society  President, 
Sister  Celia  Eussell.  Many  useful  articles 
and  clothing  are  being  made  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  coming  bazaar  on  November 
30,  1932. 

Brother  and  Sister  James  T.  Liston  are 
the  proud  parents  of  a  fine  baby  girl. 


"  Give  us  the  religion  that  will  help  us 
live — we  can  die  without  assistance." — 
Elbert  Hubbard. 


A  heart  full  of  truth  is  far  better  than 
a  head  full  of  facts. 


ee  It  is  not  where  we  are,  but  what  we 
are  that  determines  our  worth." 


"  If  God  had  intended  man  to  go  back- 
wards, He  would  have  put  eyes  in  the  back 
of  his  head." — Victor  Hugo. 


Ladies'    and    Gent/s   Tailors    and    Outfitters. 

The  Last  Word  in  FINE  FABRICS  and  SMART  STYLES. 


46  Main  Road,  Mowbray. 


Phone  519,  Woodstock. 


Essop    Abdullah, 

Public  Benefit  Store, 
35  Somerset  Rd.,  Cape  Town. 


We    Sell    the    Cheapest  Groceries 
in  the   Docks  area. 


BUY  YOUR  GROCERIES 

FROM 

A.   w,   sukwooTt 

General  Dealer, 

Gas     Buildings,    Main    Road,    Mowbray. 
Phone  :  Woodstock  623. 


Telephone  :   1434  Central. 
HEALTH,  COMFORT  AND  SLEEP  are    largely    governed    by    suitable 

BEDDING  such  as  is  made  by 


OCKHIM      &       CO 


»> 


146    BUITENGRACHT    STREET, 


CAPE    TOWN. 


SAVE    MONEY    in  these  Bad  Times  and  give  a  call  at 

A.     EBRAHIM 


(Opposite   Roman  Catholic  Chuech), 


mm 


OMERSET     ROAD, 
High-class    Grocer    and    Provision    Merchant. 

Prices  to  suit  the  Depression.         Our  Motto  is  :  SMALL  PROFIT,  QUICK  RETURN. 

LOGAN'S   for  all  SPORTING  EQUIPMENT 

We  specialize  in  TENNIS  and  BASEBALL  EQUIPMENT. 

LOGAN'S    SPORTS    (Pty.),    LTD., 


114    ADDERLEY    STREET. 


Phone  :  Central  75. 
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Phone  1207   Woodstock. 

WW&M&W   BROS 

The  CHEAP  GROCERS    and 
PROVISION   MERCHANTS. 

Fresh    Bacon,    Butter,    Cheese    and   Eggs 
always  in  stock. 

Our  Prices  Defy    Competition. 

Orders  called  for  and  delivered  daily. 

260    Victoria    Road,    Woodstock. 


Phone  552 

Woodstock.            Estab.   1899. 

FOR 

VALUE     &     CIVILITY. 

w. 

ROSEN, 

&Tr©H 

Main    Road,    Mowbray. 

Ladies ' 

and  Children's  Drapers  and 

Gent.'s  Outfitters. 

©IRECT       IMPORTERS. 

To     Understand     Mormonism 

Read    the    Books    published    by    the    Church — 
We  Recommend — 

Story  and  Philosophy  of  Mormonism           -          -  Jas.  E.  Talmage  75  ct.  3/6. 

The  Gospel B.  H.  Roberts  $1.25   5/6. 

Write  for  a  complete  Catalog  of  Church  B^oks. 

DESERET    BOOK    COMPANY,   P.O.   Box  J  793, 
Salt    Lake    City,    Utah,     U.S.A. 


THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  &   DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,  Mowbray. 
Phone  531    Woodstock. 


Mowbray    Fish    Supply 

Phone  996  Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 


BUY  YOUR   MILK 


FROM 


Hayes'    Dairy. 

CUMORAH  DOES. 

Clean Fresh Pu  r  e . 

33     William     Street, 
MOWBRAY. 


Something    to    make    a 
noise  about ! 


Ask  f 


or 


McKay's  Bread 

Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory — Main   Road,  Mowbray. 


TMT 


it 


VM4I 


k£r\W)     CSICS 


POULTRY,    GRAINS    AND     MEALS. 

FOUR    FIRST    PRIZES    AT    THE    PAARL    SHOW,    JUNE,     1931. 

Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

CAUMBRCO    (Ptj*)»    lllk 

(Manufacturers), 

MAIN    ROAD,  Phone  31  and  258. WYNBERG. 

Printed  by  J.  T.  McMaster  &  Son,  Main  Road,  W/nberg. 


